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(Images projected: faces of TOTUM and EILEEN)

Two children .. their names are Totum and Eileen .. Totum Bottom and Eileen March.
(optional cut)
Totum is descended from an English family of great antiquity, mentioned by Shakespeare, Chaucer,
and maybe the Venerable Bede; Eileen’s family is of equal or greater antiquity in France, known to
Montaigne, Rabelais, and maybe Charlemagne, and connected with the famous Marianne of the
Marches. | tell you this because, you know, Bottom means bottom and March means outsider.
So their people, bottom and outside, have been an important part of the world for along time.
(end cut)
They were walking with their pets one day at afish farm that belongs to Sue. Sue’s Fish Farm.

(Images projected: HUMBIRD, FURBELOW, and SUE)

There they found a very strange bird. It wasthe magical Half-Bird from ancient Persia. The
bird’'s name was Marv. Poor Marv! He had been separated from his mate and had been thrown
violently through space, through time, had been thrown al the way from ancient Persiato right
here, right now, to here: our extraordinary town of (your town).

(Image projected: face of MARV)

After they met Marv, and finally understood his unusual story, they took Marv to see the Hermit,
an individual with known powers.

(Image projected: the HERMIT)

They thought that perhaps the Hermit would have the magical wherewithal to transport Marv
back to his home, and back to his mate: the Other Half-Bird, Alice.
(Image projected: face of ALICE)
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The Hermit helped. More or less. Sending Marv back, and to the right time. But not quite
to theright place. And the Hermit’s magic was alittle too all-embracing. The children were
also sent along. Their pets were sent. All were magically packed and shipped to ancient
Persia.

(Image projected: The Fire Temple)

When they finaly landed together Marv assessed the situation. He knew of a certain Wise Man
who could help them get the rest of the way to Marv’s home, and then could send the children and

the petsback tO .......ocevvvcerricene (your town).

(Images projected: faces of BASHBAHA and AHRIMAN)

No, no, those are not the Wise Man. You'll see. Those malignants - those reprobates - those
miscreants, those, like, bad people - are Bashbaha and Ahriman.

It takes so long to tell! Y ou will see, while Marv hides himself on alounge chair in the Fire Temple,

sending the children to find the Wise Man, the children mistake his directions and end up asking two,
well, this pair named Ahriman and Bashbaha, for help. Those characters saw away to achieve their
own ends, directing the children, horrible as it may sound to you, directing the children to the holy
Tree of Life, telling them to pick the seeds, which would begin an Age of Evil.

Luckily for them, and for us, and for you, the Tree was protected by some magical fish.

(Images projected: MOMMY KAR and BABY KAR)

Well. To make along story short, the children did eventually rejoin Marv, they found Alice, the Other
Half-Bird, in prison. They met jolly King DA-RA-Y A-VA-USH, they battled the bad people and the lizards
of Ahriman, they saw the Half-Birds reunited, and they came back safely home. And now we can tell you

the whole story.

(Images projected: images of DARAYAVAUSH and some of the LIZARDS)
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1.
Flute >

A Clarinet

Bassoon

D Trumpet

Trombone

Percussion

Eileen

Totum

Violins

Viola

Violoncello

Double bass

TOTUM
Then tell us, Furbelow.
EILEEN
Tell us, beautiful.
MARV
Schon nahet sie sich!
2. Charade
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(FURBELOW can't talk so she communicates by miming. It's a charade!
She begins with an imploring look and clasped hands.)
(Furbelow blushes, but NO.)
(EILEEN guesses.)
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(EILEEN and TOTUM hold hands and
look at each other tenderly.)
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EILEEN
Where? | wish he could speak English.
MARV
Oh. Vy din't you say so? | speak the English.
TOTUM
Why didn’t you say so?
MARV

| vas tryink to understand vhat your
friend vas doink. But LOOK OUT! Hereit comes!

TOTUM
Dragon! That'sHUMBIRD. He' swith us.
He' s aKingfisher, not adragon.

33

MARV
Ya?| said it vas abig hungry bird
draggin’ arope, din't 1?

(FURBEL OW shrugs noncommittally)

TOTUM
Who areyou? WHAT are you?

MARV
I amintrouble. My nameisMARVO. Call me MARV.
In the International Community of vhich | am abird,
| am a Fery Important Personage. | am the Half-Bird.
And haf | got astory to tell you! Never since Persia
first purred has there been such a story asis my story.
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3A. Recitative
—Ié
Woodwinds TACET
"~
-’ g
Brass TACET
-~
-4
]
Percussion @ |
T TACET
3
Marv 1] T JI
|4 ! b
I am the Half- Bird, a mythd- calbeast from Per - sia, and a
3A. Recitativi
M oderato (¢ = ca 84-96)
8 = = — : :
l. $ z = dl dl ¥
S
Violins P
| @ — i = i i Y
: 7 m— 2 = 2 €
; & & R
Viola M I’ e e = e \u'? ¢
[ [ [ [ [
P
o o, -
o P P o T
Violoncello % i i i = i =, =
P
Py N ~ . Y N
Double bass % —F = - = = -




|
17 T Y

4 o]
Q0
= | 0 |
1 m
=
o1
T
(o]
=1
[ (o]
51
z
™| T T ol L
] TN QL [l
~e QL [l
F . _
) TN TN
M %)
(o]
>
]
«n ~e ~ ~e
el
=1
[
. ~d N ~e
4
R= 11 il 11
v L] W] L)
I (]
S
]
=
—
9]
8
2
|
(=1
-
&
—
[
Q
:
5
= . .
aQ T mi TS
Y ..\ - L.y Len|
L~ =~ =~
—_ ur. N L~ o~
WS Er..N BN
P AR "
N &N &N
=

-\

|
7 A Y

] QL I QI q L |
~¢ g AR g N A || &
~ e e ~ ~ ~
2
@ TN o LY TN QL
[ %)
(o]
<
o
(2] ~ e e ~ ~ ~
ke’
g
<
~t ks ~ ~ ~
| e I3 TN s e
)sb
=)
>
()
S
]
ohe 2
1
o
]
N
(o]
<
N —
o
2 T o & R & T
1 =
@]
>
| ] ] ]
o
9]
)
] o]
g
.9
<
-
m T T Ql M
H ]
=
2
k 2
]
< M e ‘el el
N W ..y L~ ...y ...\
- MW Lv:Mv [ N IWMW
& A o
N N e o o
= 3

0298



35

3
light as a fea-ther sow friend-ship like de-li-cate lace.

3
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We vhen to-geth-er spread love as we fly, and grace;
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3B Marv’'s Song
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MARV
Ja. A HALF-BIRD. Flunk from Persia.
Flunk through time from long ago.
Voeisme. Vithout me and my Alice
helping the holy fish, evil Ahriman
vill maybe take over the vorld.

(EILEEN and TOTUM look blankly at MARV)

Y ou don’t know Ahriman and the lizards?
Vell. Thisisvhat happened. MARVO, that’s me,

vas split from his Other Half, that's ALICE,
by evil AHRIMAN, that’s the bad guy that flunk
me here. Direct to you! Here, hereat .. uh ..
vheream | anyway? ... ahh ...

(MARYV doesn’t actually know where heis.)

(FARMER SUE stompsin from the right
carrying a bucket and wearing overalls.
Sheis bringing baby fish for her fish pond.)

4, Sue'sFish Farm
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